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CONPIDENTIAL ROME 0891 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: EEC, PPOR, XP, IT 

SUBJECT: EC: EURO/ARAB DIALOGUE 

REF: ROME 182 AND 801 

1. EGYPTIAN EMBASSY OPFICER (EL MASRY, PIRST SECRETARY) 

INPORMS EMBOPP THAT EC'S GENERAL COMMITTEE POR EURO- ARAB 
DIALOGUE WILL VISIT CAIRO LATE JANUARY IN SEARCH OP MODALITIES 
TO PERMIT DIALOGUE TO GO PORWARD. PRIME PROBLEM APPARENTLY 
REMAINS PLO PARTICIPATION. 

2. EL MASRY COMMENTED THAT VARIOUS PORMULAS HAVE BEEN TRIED 
IN THE PAST AND POUND WANTING BY PLO WHICH IS NOT LIKELY TO 
APPROVE ANY WHICH WOULD BRING IT TO THE DIALOGUE TABLE AS 
OTHER THAN A DISTINCT ENTITY. AMONG REJECTED PORMULATIONS: 
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A) PLO TO HAVE A VOICE "THROUGH” ARAB LEAGUE GENERAL 
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COMMITTE REPRESENTATION COMPRISED OF PRESIDENT OF LEAGUE, 

SECRETARY GENERAL AND MEMBERS FROM THREE "SELECTED" ARAB 
OIL PRODUCERS. 

B) REPRESENTATION THROUGH ARAB CHIEFS OF MISSIONS IN BRUSSELS. 

C) "NON-NATIONAL EXPERT" REPRESENTATION (REFTELS). 

3. EMBOFF COMMENTED THAT APPRENTLY SOME EC STATES FEAR 
PLO WOULD POLITICIZE WHAT THEY CONSIDER WAS INTENDED AS A 
TECHNICAL APOLITICAL FORUM. EL MASRY RESPONDED THAT 
DIALOGUE COULD START AS TECHNICAL BODY BUT THAT THERE "WAS 
A FEELING AMONG ARAB STATES" THAT IT HAD TO BE LEFT OPEN 
FOR POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE SIDES. VOLPE 
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